Performing Arts: Band & Orchestra
Subject Group Overview
Year 1:

Unit 1:
Becoming a
Musician

Key Concept
Related
Concept(s)
and Global
Context
Communication
Identity
Identities and
Relationships &
Personal and
Cultural
Expression

Statement of
Inquiry

Inquiry Questions

People can
communicate and
express sounds
through the
language of
musical notation.
By becoming
fluent in this
language we can
fulfill our individual
roles and become
part of a team.

Factual- What is solfege?
Where is an Eb on the treble
clef? What are the notes of
the alto clef? How do you
count rhythms? What is an
eighth rest? What should you
do when the conductor is
standing on the podium?
What do I need to do for the
concert? How do I hold my
instrument? How do I breathe
correctly?
Conceptual-What does it
mean to be on a team? How
can we work together better?
How do we capture music so
it's accessible? What are
practices of a good
ensemble?
Debatable-Do we need
musical notation? Why or why
not? Are live performances
better or recordings?
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ATL Skill(s)

Summative
Assessment

A. Summative
Packet

MYP
Objective

A. Knowing and
Understanding
B. Developing
skills

B. Concert
Recording
Portfolio

Content

Unit 2:
Music
/Melody/Note
Reading

Change &
Communication
Composition,
expression,
structure
personal and
cultural
expression systems,
language and
linguistic
systems,
histories of
ideas, practice
and
competency,
literacy

People can
communicate and
express how
sounds change
through
composition and
structure, using
the language of
musical notation,
and through
practice we can
become
competent and
literate in a
musical linguistic
system.

Factual- What are clefs?
What is a staff? What are the
letters of the staff? What is
solfege? What are the
Curwen hand signs?

Thinking Skills
Research Skills
Communication
skills

Conceptual- How can we
become musically literate?
How did different notation
systems come about? How
does notation help us
communicate?

A - Labeling the
staff, explaining
different notation
systems, being
able to explain
where the
notation systems
come from

A - knowing and
Understanding
B - Developing
Skills
C - Creating
D-Responding

B-sight -reading,
reading music
with their
instrument or
voice.
C- Composing a
four measures
symbol melody
for voice or a
melody
instrument. Or
create your own
system of
notation.

Debatable- Is it necessary to
have a musical notation
system? Why does notation
matter? Are there some
notation systems better than
others?

D. Reflectionwhat helped
them learn?
What are some
tricks that helped
them how to
learn it? What
challenges did
they face with
becoming a
fluent reader?

Unit 3:
Rhythm

Communication
& Logic
Composition,
expression,
structure,
patterns
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People can
communicate
sound patterns
using logic to
create them.

Factual- What is a quarter
note, tempo, steady beat?
Complementary rhythm? How
do you compose rhythm
patterns? How can you use

Social Skills
Self
Management
Thinking Skills,
Research Skills

A- Identifying the
different types of
rhythmic
notation.

A - Knowing
and
understanding
B - Developing
Skills

1. Read and notate music using
standard notation such as dotted
rhythms, clefs, mixed meters and
multipart scores, with or without
the use of notation software. 1.
Analyze the elements of music
including melody, rhythm,
harmony, dynamics, tone color,
texture, form and their related
concepts. 1. Compare and
contrast connections among
works in music, their purposes
and their personal, cultural and
historical contexts, including the
contributions of Minnesota
American Indian tribes and
communities. 2. analyze the
meanings and functions of music.
1. Improvise, compose, or
arrange a new musical
composition using available
technology to preserve the
creation. 2. Revise a musical
composition, improvisation or
arrangement based on the
feedback of others, self-reflection
and artistic intent.

1. Read and notate music using
standard notation such as dotted
rhythms, clefs, mixed meters and
multipart scores, with or without
the use of notation software. 1.
Analyze the elements of music

structure to change patterns
in your composition?

Scientific and
technical
innovation.
Exploring
physics of
acoustics in
music.

Communication
skills

Conceptual- What rhythm
patterns can sound good
together? How can you make
your own percussion
instrument? How can you use
structure to change patterns
in your composition?

Performance

Identity
Presentation
Role
Identities and
Relationships

By studying music
in a group setting,
people may
strengthen their
appreciation of
music and help
build
relationships.

Factual- What are some
things to keep in mind before
we play this piece?
Key Signature
Notes
Dynamics
When working with groups,
what are somethings that
have helped you be
successful?
ConceptualDebatable- What do you think
we did well? How can we
improve?
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C - Creating
D-Responding

C-Creating our
own instruments,
improvising,
creating your
own
complementary
rhythms

Debatable- Is it necessary to
have a musical notation
system? Why does rhythmic
notation matter? Are there
some notation systems better
than others? Is it more
valuable to notate rhythms or
to have an improvised "jam
session?" What makes a
person "better" at
improvising?

Unit 4:

B- Read and
play notation
and different
parts at the
same time as
other groups
with different
patterns

D-How can I get
better at
improvising?
What makes a
good drum circle
community?
Social Skills:
Collaboration
skills

Playing Test Audio

A - Knowing
and
understanding
B - Developing
Skills
C - Creating
D-Responding

including melody, rhythm,
harmony, dynamics, tone color,
texture, form and their related
concepts. 1. Compare and
contrast connections among
works in music, their purposes
and their personal, cultural and
historical contexts, including the
contributions of Minnesota
American Indian tribes and
communities. 2. analyze the
meanings and functions of music.
1. Improvise, compose, or
arrange a new musical
composition using available
technology to preserve the
creation. 2. Revise a musical
composition, improvisation or
arrangement based on the
feedback of others, self-reflection
and artistic intent.

Heavier emphasis on reflection...

Unit 5:
Pentatonic
Composition
(Orchestra
only)

Communication
Composition,
Innovation, Play
Personal and
cultural
expression

We can mix and
combine basic
notes and rhythms
to create new
melodies and
harmonies on our
instruments.

Factual- Why does the
pentatonic scale consists of 5
repeating notes?
Conceptual- How can an
original composition be
played and transmitted using
simple notes, rhythms, and
notation?b

Communication
skills
Self
Management
skills

Process
Journals,
Performance

A - Knowing
and
understanding
B - Developing
Skills
C - Creating
D-Responding

Debatable- Can beginners
engage in meaningful
composition on their
instruments?

Students will learn the initial bass
line for a simple song. Once
students master the ostinato style
bass line, they will be
encouraged to learn 2
rhythmically identical
harmonizations of the same line.
Once adequate layers are added,
the students focus will be drawn
to the pentatonic skeleton
outlined in the melody.
Once students are familiar with
all of the notes outlined in the
pentatonic mode (with possible
9th chord encouraged), students
will use basic notation software
(noteflight.com) to create a short
4-8 bar solo composed of only
the pentatonic notes and
rhythmic subdivision down to the
8th note. Students will submit
their compositions and be graded
on their variety and justification
for their selection.
Finally, students will perform the
piece for an audience and be
encouraged to either perform
their solos or improvise for the
event.
After the concert, students will
reflect on aspects of their
performance and create journal
entries that evaluate their
performance and stage presence.
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